June 2014
Worship Services
June 1st – “Transitions” Full Church Worship,
Janen Wright, Lifespan Faith Development Director, Rev.
Howell Lind, Worship Leader
June 8th - “Looking Through the Viewfinder”
Rev. Howell K. Lind, Developmental Minister , Ted
Burnham, Worship Leader
June 15th - “Into the Great Beyond”
Rev. Amy Rowland, Assistant Minister, Rev. Howell Lind,
Worship Leader
June 22nd - “Change Happens”, Rev. Barbara Molfese,
Affiliated Community Minister
June 29th - ” The Emergency of Meaning”, Steve Todd,
Justin Butterworth, Worship Leader

Faith Formation Focus by Janen Wright
June 2014–Rediscovering the Bible
I am very excited that, starting in the fall, the kids will be studying
timeless themes in the Bible. I will be the first to admit that,
though I read all the bible stories numerous times as a youth, my
bible has been gathering dust on the shelf for many years now.
There was a day that I thought I would never willingly open my
bible again since Christianity and all it entails seemed a closed
chapter in my life.
A couple months ago while I was looking into different curriculum
options for our kids I noticed that some great lesson plans were
based on bible stories– told with a UU slant. Because I know our
kids love a good story I looked down the title index and was surprised to feel like some of those
names stirred my heart like hearing the names of long lost friends. David (he was always my
favorite), Solomon, Samson, Daniel, Bathsheba, Ruth, Martha, Mary, Jesus.
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I recently came across an article by UUA past president, Rev. John Buehrens. The title caught
my attention. “Why Bother with the Bible—Interpret or others will do it for you. “ He says,
“the influence of the bible remains pervasive in our culture, its language and stories resonate
throughout our literature and public rhetoric…. Many of our contentious political debates in our
public life- over issues of sexuality, economics, even foreign policy –disguise sharply divergent
interpretations of the Bible…. We religious liberals too often simply cede our power to
opponents when we leave interpretation of our religious heritage or the meaning of our nation, or
authentic “family values” to the reactionaries, the chauvinists, and the bigots.” Strong words and
true.
Buehrens also reminded me that UUs are the spiritual beneficiaries of radical reformers who
insisted that scriptures should be available to everyone so that all might claim their powers of
interpretation and understanding.” On the other hand, UUs also have a heritage of humanists who
insist, “the bible is human literature about the divine not divine literature about humans.” So our
heritage, when it comes to the Bible, is vast and multi-faceted.
I like how forthright Tom Goldsmith of Salt Lake City is. He says, ”the Bible is like Santa
Clause and sex. Children hear about it on the playground or on the street, whether or not their
parents discuss it with them.” So let’s discuss it. Let’s teach our children the rich variety of
morals and human issues and experience that is to be found in the bible. The Bible is
foundational to the culture we all live in here in the United States. We don’t have to interpret
these stories in the same way our friends from other faiths might do but I believe the Bible can
be a valid guide, along with other sacred text, to living a good life as a Unitarian Universalist and
we have a great year awaiting us.
Janen Wright, Lifespan Faith Development Director

Assistant Minister’s Report by Rev. Amy Rowland
As my time as your Assistant Minister draws to a close at the end
of this month, (my final Sunday with you will be June 15th), I have
reflected on the year we shared. The year began with me starting as
a Ministerial Resident and ended with me serving as the Assistant
Minister. Although the Boulder church has a history of working
with the Living Into Covenant program to support the formation of
seminary students and ministerial interns, I was the first Ministerial
Resident to join the congregational staff. And some of the
milestones of that formation this year are worth noting. The job
description in itself did not change over the course of the year, but
my status in ministerial formation did, several times. I passed the
Ministerial Fellowship Committee in December, which marked the final formation milestone for
my ministerial candidacy. It also meant that my job title could change from ‘Ministerial
Resident’ to ‘Assistant Minister,’ to reflect my new status as a minister in preliminary
fellowship. Entering preliminary fellowship also meant that I was eligible for ordination. I made
the request to the board and congregation that the Unitarian Universalist Church of Boulder
ordain me to ministry, and was joyfully ordained on March 22nd of this year. So I leave this year
as the Reverend Amy Rowland, Assistant Minister. It’s been a wonderful year of formation and
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affirmation of both my ministry and the Boulder congregation’s commitment to shared ministry
and to ministerial formation.
During the year my ministry focused on social justice, small group ministry, pastoral care, and
worship. I worked with the Share-Our-Plate program and encouraged greater volunteerism, along
with our financial support, as we partnered with the local non-profits that had been selected by
the congregation for support. I also worked with all three of our primary social justice programs:
Immigration Ministry; Climate Change Ministry; and our all-church social change project
sponsored by the young adults, which this year has been an outreach and educational project
spanning all generations to increase awareness of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender,
Queer/Questioning, Intersexed, and Allies/Asexual persons, abbreviated somewhat helpfully as
LGBTQIA.
I also worked closely with various small group ministries in the congregation. This year that
included supporting the ministries using small group ministry for social change, working with
the covenant group formats already in place, and adding some new small group opportunities.
Over the course of the year we added a short-term (3 week) small group for newcomers, with the
sessions focusing on our simple church themes of living well, deepening faith, and enacting
justice. We also began a peer-support small group for individuals facing depression. We thank
Rev. Barbara Meyers, from our Leap of Faith partnership, as she shared her experience and
expertise on mental health ministry with us. This group started as a 6-week offering, and has
been extended now to run on an ongoing basis, twice monthly. And finally, the Immigration
Ministry small group ministry trip to both sides of the Arizona/Mexico border, hosted through
BorderLinks of Tucson, Arizona, was a wonderful culmination of all elements of small group
ministry and social change.
It was my great pleasure to have opportunities throughout the year to preach and participate in
worship. I have grown enormously through those experiences of creative engagement with the
congregation. It was also my privilege to attend to pastoral care needs as they arose. I value those
relationships and the trust we shared.
In every aspect of my ministry, my engagement with the congregation has been alive and
enriching, and I depart carrying you in my heart and in my ongoing ministry with affection and
gratitude. I look forward to my continued connection to this congregation through my new work
as the Executive Director of Create Meaning!

President’s Column by Whitney Wheeless
This Sunday, June 1, we will be recognizing all the volunteer efforts
given in service to our church in support of its mission. I have
compiled over 800 names of volunteers and their roles across our
church in committees, task forces, for special events, Sunday
morning activities, in faith development, and social activities. Some
are small efforts on a Sunday morning like greeting at the door or
bringing dessert for the cake auction, and some are large roles like
chairing a committee or teaching our children in religion education.
But each and every one of the things we do is important for making
UUCB the church community that we want it to be. Imagine what
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would Sunday mornings be without ushers, worship leaders, the welcome table, music, and of
course coffee! Each of us has a role we can play to contribute to UUCB, our mission, and our
goals. And each of you and your gifts are appreciated.
Though our staff is truly fantastic, they are only the equivalent of 3.5 full-time employees. Most
of those leading our church are volunteers. UUCB has over 45 committees, subcommittees and
groups that do the work of the church. Opportunities abound—from the Membership Council to
PRISM meals to the Worship Council to the Immigration Ministry to being a sound technician to
the garden group. As we look to a new church year, it’s important to take stock in what we enjoy
and what gifts we can give to our church. Do more of what you love and that will contribute to
the greater community at UUCB. Step into a new role to learn about other parts of our church.
Try out a new committee to meet new people and expand your horizons. Sign up for coffee hour.
Organize a fun multi-generational event.
I want to give a special thanks to our outgoing board member Jenny Fitt-Peaster, who is Past
President this year. I learned a tremendous amount from Jenny about church leadership, and I am
grateful for her guidance, steadfast approach, and perspective in our two years working together
on the executive committee with Howell. I have always felt that leadership is better as a team –
and it’s certainly more fun!
Thank you to each and every one of you who volunteer at our church. It is truly amazing seeing
how you give of yourself. It is much appreciated by me and the Board of Trustees. We are all
recipients of each other’s gifts. We are blessed by the community that we create together, as we
work toward fulfilling our church’s mission: living well, deepening faith, enacting justice.
Blessings to each of you.

Membership Matters–June 2014
We Honor Members, Friends, and Visitors
Our thoughts and good wishes continue to be with: The
Piwonka-Corle family of four, as Toni’s Father, Tom,
fractured his back in a fall.
Congratulations, Good Luck, Blessings, and Thanks to:
Helen McGrath graduated May 4th from Regis with MAE
in”Linguistically Diverse Learners” after nearly seven years!
Robert Buschnell turned 90 on May 11th. Robley Williams
whose newborn grandson, Max, was born in Europe. He is 4
kilograms, and 55 centimeters — Joy all around. To Suzy
Belmont who graduated from CU with a Masters in Civic Systems. We also had three of our own
graduate from Naropa. Beckett Coppola, MDIV, Virginia Jenkins, Psychology and Gen Morley,
Psychology. Beckett will become the Ministerial Intern at Jefferson Unitarian Church, for 20142015. Rebekka Struik’s daughter, Margo, came to celebrate Mother’s Day with her, and they
enjoyed a trip to the Art Museum.
Fred and Moi, along with Emily Conger, Deb Hoff, and Susan Secord will constitute our “on
site” delegation to the UUA General Assembly, in Providence, RI — June 25 to June 29. Our
Ministerial representatives will be Howell, and Amy Rowland. Amy will also be “called” into
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Preliminary Fellowship, on Friday night. You can keep up on all of the action by watching the
“live stream” via uua.org/ga.
Random Thoughts: OK, the time has come for me to ask for YOUR help! As your Hospitality
Ministry Coordinator my very special thanks to all of you who have said YES to me. I am so
grateful to Don & Ellen Lilley, Bob & Julie Ford who each take a Sunday every month to Usher.
To Aaron Gerber and the Young Adults who provide Coffee set-up/clean-up the first Sunday of
every month, and to Becky & Fox Martin who greet on the first Sunday of every month. They
have made this their Volunteer Service to UUCB — plus they all do much more! Please think
about what you would like to do, on a regular basis, and let me know. This is not a “forever”
commitment and substitutes are available.
A very special Thanks goes out to Michael and Diana King, who not only made the coffee, but
also helped with the clean-up after our Congregational Meeting on May 18th! Also, to those
who brought our “mini-lunch” that day.
I am responsible to provide the Sunday Morning Hospitality Volunteer Staff for Greeter(s),
Ushers, Coffee Set-up and Coffee clean-up. On the Sunday’s that I do not have time to recruit, it
makes the job a bit harder, as names for our Order of Service are due to Judith no later than
Wednesday morning.
These Volunteer assignments are a very easy way to get your feet wet in your/our Church life.
Because we are a year-around Church, there are always opportunities available. Caitlin Moore,
who coordinates the Sound Technicians, would also love to have more people available to do this
important task. A sign-up sheet is available every week on the Office counter. You can also
“tell me”, “call me”, or “send me” an Email. I look forward to saying THANK YOU, for your
YES!
If ever you get the opportunity to go on a BorderLinks trip from Tucson to Nogales Mexico, do
not hesitate — just go. I had the perfect Delegation (that’s what we were called) to travel with:
Mary Dineen, Jenny Fitt-Peaster, Rev. Amy Rowland, Fred Cole, Emily Conger, Will Kropp,
Lou Mazzola and Maureen Flannigan from Columbine UU Church. Hope you were in
attendance at our Sunday morning service (May 25th) — if not check out the DVD, from Caitlin.
With Love & Care,
Barb

June Circle Supper
Input is needed!! On Saturday, June 7, we have two options for
our Circle Supper. One, you could host and choose to have a
theme or not. Or two, we could go out together for a restaurant
meal. Look for the sign-up sheet with the host or restaurant. Let
me know if you would like to host or if you have a restaurant
suggestion. We will need a restaurant that can accommodate a
group of 10 to 20 or maybe more and that will be willing to give
us separate bills. And we need a restaurant with reasonable prices
and a menu with various choices, including dishes for people with special dietary needs. Another
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possibility is we could choose a restaurant with a one-price buffet or choose just two dinners, one
veggie, one omnivore, and one or both gluten free and with any other restrictions requested early.
Then we’d know the cost at sign-up time and could collect checks ahead of time, so the
restaurant would not have to give us separate bills, and we would to have to wait a long time for
processing separate bills. Email or call Dianne Ewing with your suggestions for June 7.

Images from Wise Elders Lunch
The UUCB Wise Elders (all ages of wise people are
welcome) met in April for good food, fellowship and a
stimulating talk given by Pete Palmer. Pete discussed our
ever evolving universe and that we humans can’t be sure
everything started with the big bang, as there may have
been other universes before the big bang. To suggest there
was nothing before the big bang is no more defensible than
the creation stories in the Bible. Thanks to Pete for sharing
these insights with us and to all those who brought food
and helped setup and cleanup. Watch the Clear Light
Messenger and Mid Week Messenger for our fall meeting
date.
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